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EIP-AGRI in a nutshell

Aim: To foster a competitive and sustainable 
agriculture and forestry sector that "achieves 
more from less“

Approach: Closing the innovation gap 
between research and practice by:

• using the interactive innovation model

• linking actors via the EIP Network



Means to implement the EIP-AGRI

Rural Development Programmes
• Operational Groups
• Project funding 
• Innovation support services

Horizon 2020 (EU Research Policy)
• Multi-actor research projects involving  the 

agricultural community 
• Thematic networks, unlocking and exchanging 

knowledge across the EU
EIP-AGRI Network



Rural Development Programmes
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Programma di Sviluppo
Rurale 2014-2020, 
Provincia Autonoma di 
Bolzano Alto Adige

http://www.provincia.bz.it/agricoltura/sviluppo-rurale/2432.asp


Operational Groups 2016

In November 2016 around 200 OGs have started

For those countries/regions where information 
has been put on-line, you may find the links in 
the:
NEW Operational Groups section

Also see the new video and brochure

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/links-existing-operational-groups?stakeholder=3394
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/my-eip-agri/operational-groups
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/video-operational-groups-first-experiences?stakeholder=3394
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-brochure-operational-groups-update-2016


The Italian Rural network resources

• http://www.reterurale.it/innovazione :
• An EU section
• Section “il PEI in Italia” about EIP programming in the Italian RDPs. 

– Here in “strumenti utili ai GO” you will find also the 4 “national templates” the 
NRN prepared and to be used by OGs and by RDPs MAs: “partnership 
agreement” ; “template for the presentation of the project”; “rules of procedures 
for partnership” and “basic monitoring info on OGs”.

– They are all downloadable here : 
http://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/16273

• “Panorama Innovazione” info on the existing national data bases about 
research results and innovation catalogues; as well as national strategic 
documents about innovation needs in specific sectors. 

• “Formazione” section dedicated to the national implementation of RDP 
measure 1 “Knowledge transfer and information actions”

http://www.reterurale.it/innovazione
http://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/16273


Horizon 2020 
Societal Challenge 2



Multi-actor approach in H2020 SC2

• Aims at more demand-driven innovation through the genuine and 
sufficient involvement of various actors (end-users such as 
farmers/farmers' groups, fishers/fisher's groups, advisors, enterprises, etc.) 
all along the project: from the participation in the planning of work and 
experiments, their execution up until the dissemination of results and a 
possible demonstration phase (p. 10 WP 16-17).



H2020 SC2: Work Programme 2018-2020 
preparation

Various stakeholder engagement activities and 
consultations:

• Advisory group report
• Stakeholder consultation
• Strategic approach to EU agricultural 

research and innovation
• EIP-AGRI Network
• AGRI Research workshops

• 'Digitising the agri-food sector' (28.09.2016, 
Brussels)

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/food-
security-sustainable-agriculture-and-forestry-marine-

maritime-and-inland-water-research-and-0

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/food-security-sustainable-agriculture-and-forestry-marine-maritime-and-inland-water-research-and-0
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/food-security-sustainable-agriculture-and-forestry-marine-maritime-and-inland-water-research-and-0


A Strategic approach to EU agricultural 
research & innovation

Expectations are high that the increased 
availability of data and their use through of 
ICT, predictive tools and precision 
technologies will allow to target resource-use 
in farms and forests more effectively. 

A Strategic approach to EU agricultural 
research & innovation (EC, 2016)

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/final-
paper-strategic-approach-eu-agricultural-research-and-

innovation



AGRI Research Workshop: Digitising the 
agri-food sector

• Define appropriate research and innovation priorities to support 
demand-led digitization of the agri-food sector (potential inclusion in the 
2018-2020 Work Programme of Horizon 2020).
– From Precision Farming concept to "Digital Agriculture“
– Where digital technologies can provide solutions to practical problems?
– Which are the specific needs of the various end-users?

• Disruptive ICT trends: mobile cloud computing, IoT, location based 
monitoring, social media, Big Data…

• Smart agri-food projects
• Report by end November



The EIP-AGRI Network: connecting people 
& sharing knowledge to tackle challenges



EIP-AGRI Network 
Sharing Knowledge – connecting people – tackling challenges



EIP-AGRI website
www.eip-agri.eu



EIP-AGRI Focus Groups



EIP-AGRI Focus Groups, 
tackling agricultural challenges



Focus Group ‘Precision Farming’

• How to organise data captured and process 
to mainstream precision farming to optimise
inputs and yields?
– Recommendations
– Ideas for Operational Groups

• Related to technology and knowledge 
exchange involving farmers

• Dealing with investments risks and 
standardiisation

• Addressing the needs of small and medium 
farms

– Research needs from practice

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/mainstrea
ming-precision-farming



Seminar ‘Data driven business models’

• Goals:
– Identify and discuss existing and potential 

data-driven business models in the 
agricultural sector

– Discuss enabling conditions for these 
business models, and strategies to support 
their development

– Bring the community together

• Participants:
– More than 100 people from 26 countries
– Speeddate market: 44 business cases

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/Seminar_Data_Revoluti
on



Seminar ‘Data driven business models’

• High potential actions to trigger data-driven business models
– Develop an EU ICT Architecture Strategy for AGRI-FOOD
– Open data and active provision of digital data by government 

organisations
– data ownership and data governance: best practices could be explored 

through H2020
– more in-depth analysis of data-driven business models
– research agenda for realtime agronomic models



Thank you for your attention!

servicepoint@eip-agri.eu 

+32 2 543 73 48

EIP-AGRI Service Point
Avenue de la Toison d’Or 72
1060 Brussel 
Belgium

www.eip-agri.eu
Register today!

http://www.eip-agri.eu/
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